IN THE GENERAL SESSIONS COURT FOR KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE
MISDEMEANOR DIVISION

IN RE: PETITION OF THE KNOX COUNTY PUBLIC DEFENDER-- SWORN
PETITION TO SUSPEND APPOINTMENT OF THE DISTRICT PUBLIC
. DEFENDER TO DEFENDANTS IN THE KNOX COUNTY GENERAL
SESSIONS COURT, MISDEMEANOR DIVISION.

. AFFIDAVIT OF JHASTA MOORE

STATE OF TENNESSEE )
| )
COUNTY OF KNOX )

|, Jhasta Moore, first having been duly sworn, state and testify as follows:

1. My name is Jhasta Moore. | work at the Knox County Public Defender's
Community Law Office located at 1101 Liberty St. Knoxville, TN 37919. | am 25 years
of age. | was admitted to practice law in the State of Tennessee in 2007.

2. | began work as an assistant public defender on May 11, 2007.

3. | am currently assigned to General Sessions Court for Knox County,
Tenr:'essee, Misdemeanor Division.

4, In Misdemeanor Court, my caseload assignment is determined by the
vdocket on the particular day | am in court. | am in court on average 5 days every other
Week.‘ Cases assighed to me are determined by the court date and by the first letter of
the last name of each defendant.

5. From May 2007 to July 2007, | was pképaring for the TN Bar Exam and
was not practicing law at fhis_time. From August 2007 to the beginning of November
2007, | was either ‘in tréining’ orfhandling the cases assigned to the Public Defender’s

office for defendants who's last names begin with the letters A-D who were scheduled in




Misdemeanor Court the week | was in court. Since November 2007, | have been
handling the cases assigned{to the Public Defenders’ Office for defendants who's last
names begin with the letters M-Z and are scheduled fn Misdemeanor Court the week |
am in Court. |

6. | do not know the exact number of cases that are currently open under my
name at this time. All | am able to do is rely on the data that our office brovides from our
database system, LegalPro. | can estimate how many cases are currently open under
my name, however, | believe that | will end up handling more cases than what is
currently open under my name. This is because | have ended up handling cases that
_ weren't opened under my name initially. Sometimes this happens because the attorney
the case was initially 6pened under changed court rotations and then | ended up
handling the case, or the attorney the case was initially opened under ended up

resetting the case to my docket. | do not feel as if there is a definite way to know.

7. 1 do not know the exact number of cases that have been opened under my .

name between January 7, 2008 and February 6, 2008, nor do | know the exact number
of cases that have been closed under my name between January 7, 2008 and February
6, 2008. From looking at my prior dockets, | can very easily go back and note how many
persons | have represented and how many éhargeé | have hand]ed in court on any
given day. However, as Tennessee Statute defines ‘case’ as a ‘sin'gle instance’, [ am
unsure and unable to determine an exact number of ‘cases’ that | have opened and/or
closed between January 7, 2008 and February 6, 2008, for some clients pick qpltheir

charges all at once and some clients pick up their charges across separate incidents.




8. | would estimate that somewhere between 150 and 200 cases are

currently open under my name.

9. Under my own calculations, | have determined that | represented 151
bersons between January 7, 2008 and February 6, 2008. With those 151 persons, |
single-handedly handled 267 charges. On average during the month of January 7, 2008
through February 6, 2008, | handled approximately 14 persons and 24 charges per day.

10. | have no way of knowing for certain how many cases | have closed
between January 7, 2008 and February 6; 2008; However, | would esﬁmate that | on
average close around one-third of my cases on a daily and weekly basis.

11.  According to oar affice database, LegalPro, it is indicated that at present, |
am the defendant's attorney in approximately 172 cases. Of those indicated 172 cases,
approximately 22 of those cases are felonies, approximately 149 of those cases are
" misdemeanors, and approximately 1 of those cases is a probation violation.

12.  According to our office database, LegalF’ro, it is indicated that betwean

January 7, 2008 and February 6, 2008, | closed approximately 9 felony cases, 48

misdemeanors cases, and 4 probation violation cases.

13."  According to our office database, LegalPro, it is indicated that between
January 7, 2008 and February 6, 2008, | was assighed approximately 11 new felony

cases, 57 new misdemeanor cases, and 5 new probation violation cases.

14,  Regarding the felony cases that our office database, LegalPro, reports, .I
do have reason to believe there has been slight error in these reports. As | am stationed
in Misdemeanor Court, I've only handled a felony case if it was a Class E Evading

Arrest charge. | have recently learned that our office database, LegalPro, has been




recording Simple Possession charges entered during January 7, 2008 and February 6,
2008 as Class E felonies rather than Class A misdemeanors (as they should more
accurately be reported). Although this slight error affects the degree of the cases [ have
handled, | do not believe that it changes the overall totél number of cases in general.
15.  Other than the information that | have been provided with, | have nd
means, method, or knowledge to afﬁrm that what our office database, LegalPro, reflects
is true and accurate. By‘lobking at the numbers and reflecting on my experience as an

attorney, | do believe it may be a fair estimation and representation.
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 Further, affiant saith not.

Sworn to and subs'cribed before me
this the _2 774 day of @mamgl 2008.
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